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Friedrich August von Hayek is a British economist and political philosopher of 
Austrian descent. He devoted his life to the study of the liberal theory that he 
eventually became a representative figure of the Neo-Liberal. In the elucidation of the 
liberal theory, he inherited the thought of 18th century Scottish Enlightenment 
thinkers that he put the True Individualism as a starting point to safeguard human 
autonomy. Therefore, the True Individualism on the one hand becomes a 
methodological demonstration mode of his liberal theory, on the other hand marks the 
basic meanings of his liberal theory. In this paper, author’s the most important job is 
to focus on analysis of Hayek's proposition on the True Individualism, and finally 
provide a possible way to glimpse the basic meanings of his liberal theory. 
Which should be noted is that if we investigate the True Individualism of Hayek 
around the cultural tradition of western individualism, we will make it clear that the 
True Individualism is pioneered by Max Weber's Methodological Individualism 
tradition, which not only on the ontology advocates he ontological status of the 
individual is the true reality, while denying the rality of the society as a whole that 
made up of individuals; but also on the methodology makes the individual as a basic 
element of theoretical analysis, therefore the Views of Hayek’s True Individualism are 
largely the inheritance and elucidation of Methodolgical Individualism tradition. 
Based on the historical development of Methodological Individualism, This 
paper discourses the True Individualism primarily, in order to present a panoramic 
view of the debates between True Individualism and Pseudo-Individualism, 
Collectivism, Communitarianism. At the end of the article, the author make a certain 
degree of reflections and re-examinations on Hayek’s True Individualism by the 
perspectives of Raymond Aron, asking for some advice and suggestions from scholars 
and the people who learned. 
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